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Planning for success



Term 1- Assessment 1, Report

Term 2 – TRIAL EXAMS

11 Nov- 25 Nov

Term 3 – Assessment 3, Report, 

Exam preparation evening,

Revision programme begins 

Term 4- Assessment 4, parents 

evening 

Term 5-  Summer exam season 

begins 

Term 6-  Summer exam season 

continues (study leave)  

GCSE results day – 21 August 

               

The summer exam season finishes on 

25 June – please don’t book holidays 

until after this date!  



Subjects with non-
examined elements 
(coursework/NEAs)

Art

Textiles

Product Design 

Drama

Food preparation and nutrition 

Music

Music technology

Performing Arts

Photography 

PE

Sports Studies 



Why do trial exams matter? 

Revision practice – what works, what 

doesn’t work 

The exam “experience” 

Next steps – feedback 



Home Learning

• Every subject will continue 

to set home learning once 

a week

• All tasks will be set on 

Frog 

• …which means you can 

check!

• Space and time to work at 

home (remove 

distractions) 



Alongside Sparx home learning students will receive fortnightly past 

papers

Year 11 past paper schedule will begin in October.

Students will have two practice papers ahead of trial exams as 

revision.

Whilst it is not compulsory to have a physical copy, in our opinion it does 
increase the effectiveness of the exam preparation, particularly where 
graphical diagrams are included. 

We are therefore asking for a contribution of £6 per student to go towards 
printing costs.

Please see letter via parent pay for more details.



Note on scientific calculator: 

Students need to be familiar with their calculator 
before using it in an exam. If you are looking to 
purchase one, the Casio fx-85GT CW is the most 
common calculator used by Yr11 students.



Check the exam 

board for each 

subject before 

you buy!



• Good attendance

• The right 
equipment- every 
lesson, every day 

• Stay positive

• Communicate with 
school- tutors

• Encourage your 
young person to 
ask for help

• Talk to them about 
their learning 

• Work with us  



Pastoral Provision
including mental health & wellbeing

 



Developing the 

right mentality
✓ Making an effort 

will make a 

difference

✓ It’s never too late 

to improve

✓ Not getting 

things first time 

is an important 

part of learning

✓ “What do you 

need to do 

differently next 

time to get more 

marks?” 

X Avoid making 

mistakes of 

‘failing’ at a 

task/question

X Success in 

exams is down 

to being lucky

X What I get in my 

exams is pre-

destined

X “I’m no good at 

xxx subject so 

there’s no point 

in revising”





Keep 

communicating



Give 

yourself 

space



Talk to 

professionals

Educational Mental 
Health Practitioners











Y11 POST 16 OPTIONS



As you know, until they’re 18, students legally need to be in:

1) education or 

2) employment with training towards a recognised 

qualification. 

However, they do have options of what and where to 

study/work.

If a student is not following either of these pathways then they 

are classed as NEET and the Local Authority will work with you 

and them to ensure that they have an appropriate plan. We 

have a duty to refer students at risk of becoming NEET.

POST-16 OPTIONS



VOCATIONAL 

COURSES 

(BTEC, CTEC etc)

Subject-based or 

vocational 

qualifications at 

a range of levels. 

Usually higher 

coursework 

content and 

different exam 

schedule 

A LEVELS and 

AS LEVELS

Subject-based 

qualifications 

delivered over 

two years

T LEVELS

Classroom-based 

course delivered 

over 2 years by 

an FE provider

APPRENTICESHI

PS

Work-based 

training for a 

minimum of 12 

months 

Academic TechnicalLevel

Level 3

A 

Levels 

or 

similar

Level 1

(GCSE 

grades 

1-3 or 

similar)

Level 2

(GCSE 

grades 

4+ or 

similar)

What are the Options Post-16?

Usually 80% in 

college, 45 

days work 

placement per 

year

Usually 80% 

working, time 

in college

English and Maths GCSE

It is compulsory to continue 

studying these subjects if you 

have not achieved a Grade 4



 Understanding technical pathways

➢ Personal Development in tutor time this term is focused on 

Post-16 options and decision making

➢ Next term students will have a  Post-16 options assembly 

from an independent provider (ASK)

➢ At our Careers Fair on March 4th , a number of 

vocational/technical providers will be available and we will 

have talks on Apprenticeships and T Levels for students and 

parents/carers to attend



College or Sixth Form?

➢ Students can apply for more than one place

➢ We encourage students to have a back-up plan

Support in school: 

➢ Tutor, Pastoral Leaders, Subject teachers , Miss Haywood and the 

wider Sixth Form Team

➢ Every Year 11 will have had a careers appointment with Mrs Ball 

before the end of Term 4 – make an appointment now if they’re 

worried

➢ Unifrog, Weekly Careers Bulletin



College options

What to take into account:

Course choice and qualification (vocational/technical training)

Travel

Expectations and support

Results and destinations (completion rates)

Subject specialist teachers for A levels?

Information on colleges:

Discuss with Mrs Ball (impartial advice)

Do your research online (open evenings, courses etc)

Local to us: 

Weston, City of Bristol, SGS, Bath, Boom Satsuma, Access 

Creative, BIMM, Robin’s Foundation



• Subject specialist teachers; 
enthusiasm and knowledge

• Excellent relationships between 
staff and students; safe and 
purposeful environment

• Smaller class sizes
• Pastoral support – students 

know they will be listened to
• Supportive structure to develop 

good study habits
• Successful Post-18 destinations 

and lots of careers support
• Inclusive intake for Level 3 study; 

support for students with 
individual needs and in 
challenging circumstances

A Level Results 2024

98% overall pass rate

53% of exam entries grade A* to B

26% of exam entries grade A* to A

Why choose Backwell 

Sixth Form?



Key dates for Backwell Sixth Form
Open Evening:  Thursday 24 October 2024

Application deadline:  Friday 6 December 2024

Application meetings: February/March 2025

Transition Day:  Friday 4 July 2024

GCSE Results Day: Thursday 21 August 2024

Induction to Year 12:  Thursday 4 September 2025



Follow us on Social Media

     backwell_sixth_form

      backwell_sixth_form

      Backwell Sixth Form

      @Backwell6thForm



An introduction/reminder of 
how our Careers Platform can 
support students and 
parents/carers



The Unifrog tools

Access all tools on Unifrog to learn what options are available, access good quality information, 

and search for opportunities to support your child.

Recording what 
you’ve done

Activities

Competencies

Interactions

Making applications

Post 18 Intentions

Applications list 

Locker

Searching for 
opportunities

Canadian universities

Oxbridge

European universities

US universities

UK universities

Asian universities

Australasian universities

Special Opportunities

ME and African universities

Irish universities

Events

Drafting 
application 
materials

Classes

UK Personal Statement

Subject References

CV / Resumé

Common App Essay

Writing tool

US recommenders

Notes for Reference writers

Exploring 
pathways

Careers library

Subjects library

Know-how library

MOOC

Personality profile

Webinars

Interests profile

Read, Watch, Listen



Careers Library

• Over 1000 career profiles

• Presents information from a range of 

sources, including local and national 

LMI

• Includes qualifications and skills 

needed, interviews with industry 

professionals and labour market 

information

• Explores progression opportunities and 

what a working week really looks like



UK Universities

• Students can enter subject of interest and projected 

grades to see all relevant university courses available in 

the UK

• Rank and filter opportunities by factors like hours of 

lectures, price of accommodation and graduate job rates

• Get direct links to university information pages, with 

impartial information on courses and institutions

• Save unlimited shortlists to refer back to later



Apprenticeships

• Students can find live apprenticeship vacancies

• Vacancies are updated daily

• Rank and filter opportunities by factors like distance 

from home, weekly wage and application deadlines

• Direct link to the ‘apply’ page

• Each apprenticeship vacancy includes practical 

information about the opportunity, employer and 

training

• Save unlimited shortlists to refer back to later



Special Opportunities

• Includes £5 million-worth of grants, 

bursaries, scholarships, contextual 

offers and extracurricular activities

• These can be filtered by circumstances 

or characteristics, depending on the 

access requirements of the opportunity

• Includes direct links for applying

• Unlimited shortlists can be created and 

referred back to



So many more useful tools!



Weekly summary emails

• Parents/carers can sign up to receive 

weekly summary emails

• This summary will show you any 

shortlists your child may have made on 

the Unifrog platform

• It will also detail any interactions logged 

against your child, such as Careers Fairs 

taking place or careers interviews 

coming up.

• Unifrog takes data security very 

seriously, and as such, has several 

features in place to protect school and 

student data.



Parents/carers, get signed up!

Go to www.unifrog.org/student and click 

‘Sign in for the first time’

You’ll be asked for some details and a Sign 

up Code. This is what you need:

<<BACKparentscarers>>

After signing up, log into Unifrog using 

your email address and password via the 

student sign-in page!

http://www.unifrog.org/student


Planning for success
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