BACKWELL LIBRARY
NEWSLETTER: APRIL - MAY 2021

BOOKS FOR A NEW SEASON
With spring now upon us, this term's Library
Newsletter is celebrating the season by
highlighting books to get you ready for the
warmer weather, and return of colour to the
trees and gardens around us. We're also
highlighting some of the newest collections
of books available to borrow from the library.
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New Poetry Collections

Over the next year the library will be expanding the availability of our poetry
collections, with a special focus on modern poetry and verse novels. New books
that are proving popular so far include the 2021 Forward Book of Poetry , an
anthology highlighting some of the best poets this year, and the verse novel
Clap When You Land by Elizabeth Acevedo . Though our focus will be on new
poetry, we can't forget old favourites. You'll also find in the library a copy of
Reading Shakespeare's Sonnets by poet Don Paterson - featuring in-depth
analysis of each of the Bard's sonnets.
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POSTER COMPETITION RESULTS
Last term we asked students to design a poster for the library, and we received some
excellent entries! It was difficult to choose a Winner so we decided to award two Runner
Up prizes as well. Thanks to Mr Nunes for picking all three.
Our winner was Felix Renty (10Q1) and our two Runner Up prizes went to Katie Cliffe (8S2)
and Kitty Stuart-Hunt (7C1)
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NEW COLLECTIONS
You've already read on Page 1 of this Newsletter about the
expansion to our Poetry Collections, but there are two more
areas that we've been working hard to improve.
New and Old Classics

We are expanding the availability of
Classics in the library - from old
favourites like Anne Bronte and
Thomas Hardy , to Modern Classics,
from Zora Neal Hurston .
We also have some very large Classics
newly arrived in the Library, for
anyone looking for a challenge how
about trying the 768 page
Don Quixote , or Vanity Fair at a tiny
743 pages.
Quick Reads and Short Stories

For readers who are looking for stories that are quick to read,
or perhaps don't find reading as easy as they one day will,
you'll definitely be able to find something to interest you in
our updated Quick Reads and Short Stories section.
For gamers we know you'll love Secrets of a
Fortnite Fan all about Tyler Meeks and his
hilarious quest for his first Victory Royale!
If you want a quick space adventure try any of
the Galaxy Warriors series following intrepid
adventurers Jet, Tip, and Boo Hoo.
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In this term's Focus On section
we'll be looking a little closer at
the Nature Memoir.
FOCUS ON...

What is a Memoir?
You can be forgiven for getting confused between an autobiography and a
memoir, as both tell the story of the author's life. Whereas an autobiography tells
the story of a whole life, a memoir focuses in on just a small part.
A memoir might tell the story of one year, or even one day. It might tell the story
of the author's interest in a particular hobby or career. It might tell us something
about the author's interaction with someone else. Memoirs can focus in on
anything, but what they have in common is they are interested in just one aspect
of an author's life.
What is Nature Writing?
Nature writing has a long history and can include any type of writing, from nonfiction, to poetry, to prose. Nature Writing is anything that looks at natural
history, the environment, the natural world.
How do the two work together?
Nature Writing and Memoir work perfectly together to create the Nature
Memoir. In a Nature Memoir an author will look closely at their relationship to
nature. The might write about how nature has helped to form their identity, or
perhaps they will write about a specific interaction with the natural world. The
Nature Memoir will tell us about the life of the author through their experiences
with the world around them.
Examples of Nature Memoirs include our recommended book of the term, Diary
of a Young Naturalist by Dara McAnulty. Dara explores how his life as a teenage
boy with autism has been shaped by the natural world. You may also want to
check out Bill Bryson's A Walk in the Woods - both available from the library.
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BOOK OF THE TERM
Diary of a Young Naturalist chronicles the turning
of 15-year-old Dara McAnulty’s world. From spring
and through a year in his home patch in Northern
Ireland, Dara spent the seasons writing. These
vivid, evocative and moving diary entries about
his connection to wildlife and the way he sees
the world are raw in their telling. Diary of a
Young Naturalist portrays Dara’s intense
connection to the natural world, and his
perspective as a teenager juggling exams and
friendships alongside a life of campaigning.

BORROWING FROM THE LIBRARY
While Covid is still changing the way we do things and making borrowing
difficult, we're doing everything we can to get the books you want to you.
If you're in school you can borrow from the library by reserving a book
via Reading Cloud (find the link on the Library Frog page),
To reserve a book via Reading Cloud first log in, find the book you want,
and then click on the green Reserve button. We can deliver the book to
you!
You can also just email the library at librarystaff@backwellschool.net
to request we bring a book to you. Just don't forget to tell us the author's
name and the book title!
If you're not in school, or just just want to read an eBook, you can use our
eBook platform which has a small selection of eBooks available for all
https://backwellschool.eplatform.co

RECOMMEND A BOOK
If there is a book you would like us to buy for the library you can email us the
author and title at librarystaff@backwellschool.net or you can use our online
form at: https://forms.gle/NnKY95GCm6MoZ47V8
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